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MAGLEV Coming To Pittsburgh

Technology May Spur Local Development

By GEOF BECKER
Associated Press Writer
PITTSBURGH (AP) — A
Pittsburgh-based business
group’s agreement to license Ger-
man Iechnolog{ brings western
ia closer to fa

‘was atthounced in Bremen, Ger-
many by U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter,
who'visited a factory in Lathen,
Germany and rode%e 260-mph
Transrapid train.

“This agreement promises to

luringJ guideways for trains that
ride on a magnetic field.

The agreement announced
Monday willallow MAGLEV Inc,
to convert the German technol
imoafgnmhatcanbeusedbyu 3

bring: f-the-artsteel fabrica-
tion technology — and the jobs
that go with it— to an area of Pen-
nsylvania known for its historic
leadershipinsteeland transporta-

MAGLEV and T id will

shareinany new patents thatarise
frqg\ the licensing deal, Weinberg
said.

Transrapid is building a
180-mile long route in Germany
for a maglev train that will travel
310 mph between Hamburg and
Berlin, Weinberg said.

Trains usinﬁ maglev technol-

said. Developing US.
of the German technology would
require about $6 miltion, he said.
einberg said his group is
working with Specter and %.S.
Rep. Bud Shuster, R-Pa. to include
money for maglev whenthe Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Ef-
ficiency Act, or ISTEA, is reau-
thorized by Congtess.
 MAGLEYV also wants to build a

tion,” SPecter saidina

ogy reach high speeds by ridin,
B b e by i

said the li

linefor

deal YAAGLEV th

ers. For p
domestically available steels
could be developed to meet the

)! required in i

of reinventing the sophisticated
guideways developed over 25
b B >

levitation guideways.
“We'll adapt it to meet Ameri-
can codes and dards and for

yearsby T p
at a cost of about $2 billion.
. “Itis the only existing certified-

the climate of the eastern United
States,” MAGLEV spokesman Jay
Weinberg said.

i id the

-use magnetic le-
vitation system in the world. This
is a major breakthrough, believe
me” Weinberg said of the licens-

g sal

Richard Seed:

ing

is i d en
friendly, energy-cfficient and
easy to maintain.

ven with the licensing agrec-
ment, MAGLEV is sh'l‘l several
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y tof it
goal to establish a factory in west-
ern Pennsylvania to build a ma-
glev system.

The factory would cost $70 mil-
lion to $80 million and take three
to five years to build, Weinberg

land in Ohio, Weinberg said.

f we're manufacturing the

T Arscated s
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ylvania, that's

y will extend from the Midwest to the Norihaast lomariow, wilh Snow and flurrias
ris of Michigan A cool rain will cover cential and South Texas, with damp

i inP
a lot of jobs and a
amount of economic activity,”
Weinberg said.

Pioneer Of Cloning, Or Its ‘Dr. Kevorkian’?

By SHARON COHEN
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO (AP} — The first
time Richard Seed made public
his plan, there were some titters
and amused looks, Hetolda scien-
tific panel he wasabout to take one

iant step forward for mankind:
ge would create the first human
clone.

“Clones are going to be fun. I
can’t wait to make two or three of
my own self,” he blithely an-
naunced as he stood in the audi-
ence ata Chicago law school sym-
posiumonreproduction. That De-
cember day, his words stirred
little debate.

‘The next time Richard Seed an-
nounced his plan, the world

5] .
& e 69-year-old fhysicist’s de-
claration last week on National
PublicRadio thathe would opena
human cloning clinic in the Chi-
cago area unleashed a furor from

the White House and Capitol Hill
to the halls of academe and the
editorial pages.

President Clinton has de-
nounced Seed’s plan and urged
Congress to pass the bill he sent
there last year after Scottish scien-
tists cloned the adult sheep Dolly;
the measure would ban similar

rocedures on humans for at least
ive years.

And on Monday, 19 European

i to

clom'nf.”
Seed’s older brother, john, a
doctor in Princeton, N.}., said heis
"viulenlli;op sed” to the plan
and thinks while cloning is tech-
nologically possible, his brother is
going about it the wrong wz?/.

“He’s bombastic and boastful,”
John Seed said in'a telephone in-
terview Monday. “He doesn’t

making ventures that often didn't
get off the ground.

He and another brother, Ran-
dolph, a Chicago surgeon, did
pioneer a human embryo transfer
technique during the 1980s, but
their for-profit company fizzled,

John Seed also said his brother
once developed a plan to use las-
ers to cut sandpaper that did the
job b i , but he was unable

make a $nod imp on peo-
ple.. He’s not one to assuage

ot signed an ag;
. prohibit cloning, reflecting global
concemsabout theissue. T%\e New

York Times has weighed in with
an editorial about the physicist
titled, “The Bad Seed.”

“He’s the Kevorkian of clon-
ing,” declared Arthur Caplan, di-
rectorof the Center for Bioethics at
the University of Pennsylvania.
“He’s a figure on the fringe. He
fulfills people’s ni

Seed, who has no medical de-
gree, no money and no institu-
tional backing, remains unde-
terred. He claims the same medi-
cal opposition arose against
test-tube babies, and that in time,
science will embrace cloning as a
legitimate treatment for

rtility.
“New things of any kinds —

of
what would happen if the wrong
people got their hands on

1997 Inflation Smallest
Since 1986 Oil Crash

WASHINGTON (AP) — Inflation all but disappeared in December
for a second consecutive month, holding consumer price increases for
all of 1997 to just 1.7 percent — the best performance in 11 years,

Prices edged a seasonally adjusted 0.1 percent higher in Décember,
the same as in November, the Labor Department said today.

The annual rate fell to slightly more than haif the 3.3 percent increase
0f1996, thanks to th inei: gy costsinsixyearsand the
smallest increase in food costs in five years.

Inflation hasn’t been milder since 1986, when a plunge in oil prices
held the rise in the overall Consumer Price Index to 1.1 percent.

Economists have been predicting for months that inflation would
start ing, but it hasn’t hap Demand for labor is strong
and analysts had thought that would mean higher wages followed by

higher pri
?ns te:d, competition from abroad has forced manufacturers of basic
oods from cars to appliances to hold the line or even cut prices. And
improved productivity from the rapid spread of computer and other
high-tech goods has allowed many empl oKers to offer slightly larger
wage increases without passing the cost through to customers.
rice decline — prices minus the volatile food and energy sec-
tors — underscores the improvement in 1997. These so-calle%vcarc
prices rose 2.2 percent, down from 2.6 percent in 1996 and the lowest
sin‘fve }\963 " ed h from A
ith cheap goods ex to pour into the country from Asian na-
ions wh ies bav beenpo and with’t;);l prices still fall-
ing, economists aren’t expecting inflation to take off any time soon.
They're looking for an increase of about 2.2 percent this year.
InDy prices fel Fortheyear, they'redown

3.4 percent comparea withan8.6 pe;cen! increase the year before. The
decline last year was the largest since 1991,

Gasoline cost 6.1 percent less than a year ago. Fuel ol fell 11.7 percent
for the year and electricity 1.3 percent. But, natural gas costs rose 3.3

cent.

Food fell 0.1 percentin Decemberand rose 1.5 percent for the year, the
smallestincrease since 1992, after rising 4.3 percent in 1996. Poultry cost
1.6 percentless than a year ago; pork, 1.5 percent; beef and veal, 0.7 per-
cent; dairy products, 0.5 percent, and fresh fruit, 4.7 percent,

However, coffee shot up 16.9 percent over the year and fresh veget-
ables cost 13.2 percent more.

Prices excluding food and energy rose 0.2 percent in December. For
theyear, theirincrease was restrained by a 0.9 percent drop in new vehi-
cle prices, a 3.1 percent decrease in auto finance charges — thanks to
lower interest rates — and a 1.4 percent decrease in airline fares. The

intellec-
tual — always tend to create fear
and abhorrence,” he told repor-
ters who gathered last week out-
sidehis modest brick home insub-
urban Chicago. - .- . :
““Then “the' subject ‘becomes
tolerated ... and enthusiastically
endorsed,” he added. “] think the
same thing will happen with hu-
man cloning.”

ButSeed’s record makes himan
unlikely candidate to play god-
father to a revolution E\ Kuman

roduction. -

e son of a prominent surgeon
and brother of two medical doc-
tors, Seed has for decades been
speaking at conferences, writing
papers, conducting animal exper-
iments and pitching money-

to convince people his invention
worked.

Seed, by hisown admission, has
lost millions in bad investments.
Last summer he and his wife
Gloria were forced out of their
Victorian home when a bank fore-
closed on his mortgage.

His latest scientific experiment
—asmall projectat the University
of Illinois-Chicago testing the im-
mune systems of mice undergo-
in%;kin transplants — failed.

ose di L

weathor from southem Louisiana 1o Geargle. Reln will soak the West Coast from San Francisca lo
Seallle, wilh heavy snow in the mountains.

State Briefs

Body Found After Two Months

ROCHESTER, Pa. (AP) — The body of a man who fell from a hover-
craft more than two months ;fu was pulled from the Ohio river 180
miles from where he vanished.

‘The body of Chris Campisano, 21, of Tidioute In Warren County, was
found Monday near an industrial facility in Rochester, Beaver County.

He was last seen operating a one-person hovercraft on Oct, 21 on the
Allegheny River near Tideoute, 90 miles north of Pittsburgh. The Al-
legheny winds south from the New York border and joins the Mono-
ng(i‘hela River at Pittsburgh to form the Ohio.

was found upright and its mo-
tor still running. Authorities belieye Campisano fell overboard and
drowned.

Foul play is not suspected. Campisano could not swim and was not
wear'mg a life jacket, said William Martin of the state Fish and Boat
Commission. -

Divers from aWarrenCounty rescue squad looked for Qamgisano for
three days immediately after he vanished and periodically afterwards
when weather permitted.

“Now the family has some closure,” Martin said.

Woman Charged In Attack

RIMERSBURG, Pa. (AP) — Genieve Snyder took offense when her

se don’t playfully butted her head, saying the Pittsburgh Steelers
seem to faze him. }Nould gefeat the Denver Broncos in the AFC Championship game, po-
lice said.

With three Harvard degrees, in- The Steelers lost 24-21,and Ms. Snyder, 40, of Rimersburg in Clarion
cluding a Ph.D., the bearded, County responded, with rage ta her boyfriend'’s gentle headbuit.
lanky, 6-foot-4 physicist boasts he Shebuitted her boyfriend’s héad three times, threw cups of hot coffee
is “brilliant” anda “near-genius.”  on him and scrétched' his'neck; gouging two bleeding wounds more

It was how he presented him-
self in the 1980s when he met with
a venture capitalist to propose a
$35 million project to corner the
world’s fish meal market. He was
rejected.

“Hesaid, I'mthe world's smar-
test man,’” recalled Walter Cor-
nett [1I, who heads a Chicago area
investment banking firm. “In Ri-
chard’s casewhatmadeitunusual
was, he wasn't kidding.

‘Second Young Adult Dies

In Less Than Two Weeks

INDIANA, Pa. (AP) — A lethal combination of alcohol and muscle
relaxants may have killed a former Indiana University of Pennsylvania
student, Indiana County Coroner Thomas Streams said, '

If 50, 21-year-old Garrett ngzy‘linsky‘ would l":e l}_!e second
Sl ¥

adultinless than two weeks

young

small west-central Pennsylvania town,

g inthe

Bozylinsky, who was registered in the 1996-97 academic year at IUP,
died Sunday afternoon in his off-campus apartment.

Earlier, I

freshman Lorraine Hanna, 18, was found dead of alcohol

Ecisuningaﬂer drinking beerand vodka ataNew Year's Eve party. Her
tood-alcohol level exceeded by more than four times the state’s legal

limit for driving.

People who drink vast amounts may feel safe thinking they'll vomit
when they have had too much. That's a potentially fatal thought,

Steams said Monday.
“If you drink too much k

you have a chance to get sick,”

ickly, you could be
the coroner said.

before

Bozylinsky had beendrinking wineatan AFC championship football
party next door the night before the game, Streams said. Friends at the
party told investigators Bozylinsky also was taking muscle relaxants.

Both are depressants, and the combination
enough to kill Bozylinsky, Streams said. His bl

may have been lethal
-alcohol level was

from0.12t0 0.18—not farabove the state’s legallimit for driving 0 0.10
and not enough to be deadly on its own.

Monday's autopsy was inconclusive. Resulls of toxicology tests will
be releaséd late this week ar7 carly next week, Streams said.

drop in vehicle prices was unmaiched since 1971.
‘Iﬁe cost of medical care rose 2.8 percent. While higher
than the overall inflation’ rate, that's the smallest increase since 1965.
The inflation rate for medical costs has become smaller each yearsince
registering a 9.6 percent increase in 1990.
sﬂ\e cost of tobacco bucked the trend, rising 7.2 percent last year.

Y, Wi .
healthy, Streams said.

Il and weighed 140 pounds, was

Michelle Frylinﬁ, 1UP spokeswoman, said the school would offer
0

counseling even t

Bozylinsky’s father had been anassociate provost for i on, a forJim
hndlog; g:heschpol,shesend,and leftabouta yearagotobeassoci- dents who ?;ad their lifetime llﬁ)wmces for staff extended by

Jerry Potts Jr.
01-13-66 -- 11-24-86

In loving memory of our

precious son Jerry on his
32nd birthday.

Gone but never forgotten.

Love

% Mom & Dad

{ Nanny Britton & Pappy Potts

Family & Friends

ugh Bozylinsky was no longer a student.

than an inch long, state police said.
Ms. Snyder was charged with domestic violence,

Thief Steal Animals

NEW CASTLE, Pa. (AP) — Police were looking Monday for two
snakes, nine birds, a family of hedgehogs, an alligator and the robber
who stole them from a Lawrence %oumy pet store,

Th I i theweekend from the Anirnal

Jungle in New Castle, police said.
Owner Michelle Phipﬁs said the animals are not dangerous because

they are d to human handling, but she feared they could be
harmed by an inexperienced caretaker.

“None of them will survive this weather,” she said.

The thief probably familiar with the sk d its ani-

mals, Phipps believes.

“They didn’t take money out of the cash r
took o1 {the animals they knew were tame.

Three baby hedgeho%s, orn just last week, and their mother were
among the sfolen animals. Phipps said the mother might reject her ba-
bies if they have been touched by a human.

Phipps said the animals, worth about $2,100, were not insured.

ister,” she sald. “They

Man Charged In Scam

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A Colorado man faces up to five years in
prison forhis rolein an $18 million Medicarescam involving the mark-
eting of surgical dressings and skin cleaners to nursing hormes,

ughMcElwain, 31, of Longmont, Colo,, pleaded guilty to charges of
conspiracy to commit Medicare fraud, U.S. Attomey Linda ?(elly
announced.

Last fall, Dr. Vladimir Sklarov and Omega Reimbursement Concepls
Inc., formerly based in Pittsburgh, admitted their roles in the scheme.

Current Quotations

o , By The Associated Press
"“We think it's very important that Saddain Hussein be constrained, As I've
said, wehave our forces it the Gulf; we have ot risled that option ont.” — Bill
Richardson, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, after Traq's
leader threatened Monday to block an American-led U.N, weapons
inspections team,

“Ex-presidents are a tremendons asset to this country and it's @ small
amnount of woney toallow thep to do lhinés like respond to majl.” — Carrie
Jimmy

lowa Univer-

atev gy at
sity in Cedar Falls, lowa. The younger Bozylinsky stayed in Indiana.

“These kids just rip their parents apart,” Fryling said. “Alcohol is a
dangerous, dangerous drug. It's just so tragic when these things
happen.”

Harmy arter, one of four former presi-
Congress,

“11ike the challenge of it. It's not that 1 have a macho image fo keep. A lot of
people have forgatten how to live like this.” — Scokt mee{u, o:f:p of t.hou[

sands of slorm-ravaged Mainers coping without power Monday by
using wood stoves.
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Lg. 1 Topping Pizza $6.99 & wx
Mon. Wing Speclal 20¢ Each Hot - Mild - BBQ
Pizza - Hoagiles - Wedges - Stromboli
ed Chi
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We Deliver - 684-2900
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